“La Rêverie”
Manolo Valdés exhibition on the Riviera

Antibes and Vence, July 2021

Manolo Valdés has chosen to present his monumental works at Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc and
Château Saint-Martin this season.
The exhibition, entitled “La Rêverie”, will be on view from June 4th to October 17th, 2021.
Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc and Château Saint-Martin & Spa, part of the Oetker Collection portfolio
of masterpiece hotels on the French Riviera, are honoured to host the open-air exhibition of
renowned Spanish artist Manolo Valdés.
Château Saint-Martin & Spa is nestled in the hilltops of Vence, surrounded by 32 acres of gardens
where centuries-old olive trees intermingle with the delicate essences of sun-drenched thyme and
lavender against a painterly backdrop that extends all the way to the Mediterranean coast. The
Palace is a destination of choice for lovers of nature.
Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc is a tranquil haven of infinite luxury, facing the vast blue Mediterranean as
far as the eye can see. A profound feeling of calm pervades the breathtakingly verdant grounds
accented by ancient maritime pines, giving this timeless symbol of glamour its otherworldly allure.
In the dreamy gardens of these two exceptional hotels, 13 monumental sculptures by Manolo
Valdés will be placed for an exhibition like no other — a true dialogue between nature and art in
spectacular surroundings.
A major figure in contemporary art, Manolo Valdés has explored the works of the great masters
for over 50 years, thereby adding his name to the list. His work is inspired by and pays tribute to
classic artworks and prominent artists from history such as Velasquez, El Greco, Pablo Picasso, Henri
Matisse and Constantin Brancusi. According to Valdés, “The art of every era adopts elements from
what came before. Art is an infinite succession, always building on itself.”
His undying passion for the masters has made Manolo Valdés an artist whose contemporary
work serves as a bridge between past and present. From his iconic “Meninas”, a 3-dimensional
adaptation of the famous Velasquez painting from 1656 interpreted in multicoloured resin, bronze
and aluminium, to his feminine heads topped with extravagant headpieces composed of butterflies
or leaves, Valdés work mirrors the singular Mediterranean beauty and lavish vegetation of the
gardens at Château Saint-Martin & Spa and Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc. The reverie that his sculptures
inspire isn’t merely due to their colour and shape, but also how they transform the landscape —
like an eloquent ode to nature itself.
Among the sculptures that will be on exhibit are Infanta Margarita, Head with Butterflies, Regina
II, Reina Mariana and “Mariposas” — the centrepiece at each hotel.
The gallery at Château Saint-Martin & Spa will also present a collection of Manolo Valdés etchings,
representing the famous “Meninas”, in a beautiful counterpoint to the works in the gardens.

“I’ve always loved open air exhibitions because they offer a backdrop that is completely different
from the museum or gallery. People visiting museums and galleries already know what they’re
going to see. But when one is exposed to an artwork in a new and unexpected environment, it
evokes a totally different response. I live in New York City, where it’s not rare to see artworks in
the park or on the street. I love it when I’m surprised by a sculpture or painting on the way to my
studio. It is with great delight that I present my works at Château Saint-Martin and Hotel du CapEden-Roc, and I hope the guests will be pleasantly surprised.” — Manolo Valdés
Exhibition in partnership with Opera Gallery founded by Gilles Dyan in 1994, represented in twelve
cities around the world: Monaco, Paris, London, Geneva, New York, Miami, Aspen, Dubaï, Beirut,
Seoul, Singapore and Hong Kong.
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Manolo Valdés (born in Valencia in 1942) lives and work between Madrid, Spain and
New York city, USA. He began his career in the 1960s as one of the founding members
of Equipo Cronica, a group of artists who took inspiration from Pop Art to challenge the
Spanish dictatorship of Franco and the History of Art itself. When the movement ended
in 1981, Valdes continued his own artistic exploration centered on the appropriation and
reinterpretation of masterpieces of well-known works of art by old masters such as Velázquez
or Matisse. He has had numerous solo and group shows internationally in galleries and
museums alike and his work is part of prestigious private and public collections, notably
Metropolitan Museum of Art and le Museum of Modern Art in New York, the Kunstmuseum
in Berlin or the Centre Pompidou in Paris. Manolo’s iconic sculptures are exhibited outdoors
in the parks and gardens of major cities such as Madrid, Bilbao or Monte Carlo just to
name a few.
Opera Gallery is a Modern and Contemporary gallery which caters to art enthusiasts,
private and public art collectors alike. Opera Gallery Monaco opened its doors in 2008. It
occupies a 400 square meters space in the heart of the golden square of the principality
and is held by Damien Simonelli. It presents a permanent collection of artworks by Modern,
Post-War, and Contemporary artists such as Pablo Picasso, Jean Dubuffet, Alexander
Calder, Pierre Soulages, Manolo Valdés or Georg Baselitz, while showcasing regular solo,
group and curated exhibitions.
Opera Gallery was founded by Gilles Dyan in 1994. Since its inception Opera Gallery has
now expanded and it is now represented in twelve cities around the world: Monaco, Paris,
London, Geneva, New York, Miami, Aspen, Dubaï, Beirut, Seoul, Singapore and Hong
Kong.

ABOUT OETKER COLLECTION
Oetker Collection is an exceptional portfolio of Masterpiece Hotels, Estates and Villas
in Europe, the UK, Brazil and the Caribbean. Located in the world’s most desirable
destinations, each property is a landmark and an icon of elegance, blending legendary
hospitality with genuine family spirit that is unique to Oetker Collection. Carrying on a
refined legacy in hosting that originated in 1872, the Collection’s mission is to preserve
and extend its unparalleled standards through acquisition and management of one-of-akind properties.
The current portfolio includes Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc in Antibes, Le Bristol Paris, Brenners
Park-Hotel & Spa in Baden-Baden, Château Saint-Martin & Spa in Vence, The Lanesborough
London, L’Apogée Courchevel, Eden Rock-St Barths, Jumby Bay Island in Antigua, Palácio
Tangará in São Paulo, The Woodward in Geneva, Hotel La Palma in Capri (Opening Spring
2022) and more than 150 private villas and estates around the globe.

